
NORTH STAR NEWSLETTER FOR JANUARY 2019 

Peyton W. and Lincoln S .  in Ms.  Daniels '  Grade 
One Class  were  Rockin '  the Homemade Holiday 

Sweaters  

From Your Admin Team… 
 
Happy New Year!  We hope you had an enjoyable break.  As 2019 begins, the Harriet Tubman staff continues to offer a wide variety of learning 
opportunities for your children.  At the same time, your children do a lot for Harriet Tubman through their participation in these activities, as well 
as volunteering as monitors at recess and lunch, helping out with Harriet’s Heroes, helping with pizza days, to name just a few.  As parents, we 
can certainly encourage them to try something new in 2019 and support their growth towards independence in many different ways.  
 
In February we will be having our annual DSBN Pink Shirt Day to bring an awareness to bullying.  Over the next 6 weeks the staff at 
Harriet Tubman will be educating our students what bullying IS and what it IS NOT. We will concentrate on prevention and the part 
that each and every one of us plays in making our school as safe and secure as it can be for all who come to learn every day.  One 
thing that is very important when trying to prevent bullying is that we have a common definition to work with. The following 
definition is what we have taught and will reinforce with our students. This is what we will continue to refer to at school when 
discussing bullying. 
 
"Bullying is when someone repeatedly and on purpose, says or does mean or hurtful things to another person who has a hard time 
defending himself or herself." 
"repeatedly" - Repeated behaviour is more than once or twice. It is behaviour that is repeated over time. 
"mean or hurtful things" - This includes physical, emotional, social and cyber occurrences. 
"hard time defending" - This means that there is a power or strength (physical, social or by knowing another's vulnerability) 
imbalance between the bully and the victim. 
 
It is important that we refer to this common understanding of bullying when talking to our children. If you are concerned that your 
child is being bullied at school and you have concerns, please speak to your child's teacher or principal. Our children do an 
exceptional job at school looking out for one another. I am an extremely proud principal. Thank you for your support. 

Thank you to our Students for. . . 

☺ arriving at school on time and being ready to learn 

☺ using the proper entrances for entry and exit 

☺ using your student organizer to make sure homework                

assignments are done on time! 

☺ being involved in various extracurricular activities 

☺ having a positive attitude 

Thank You to our Parents for. . . 

☺ notifying SafeArrival when students will be absent 

☺ stopping and checking in at the office when visiting the 

school 

☺ saying goodbye at the backyard and letting primary  

     children line up on their own  

☺ using the student organizers to communicate with  staff 

☺ volunteering in many ways to help our students 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
Our school is a very busy place especially at the beginning of 

the day 

messages to students or page them to the 

office to speak to parents on the phone.  Please be aware that 

Mrs. VanZalen will not disrupt classes for students to take   

personal phone calls.  If you  urgently need a 

message to be given to your children they will be 

given during  either first break or second break.  

If messages are 

until after the 3:00       

dismissal bell rings.  The student agenda is a 

great place to notify the teacher when a change in 

plans has been made.  We appreciate your      

cooperation in supporting a learning environ-

ment that is free from disruptions for all students. 



Proportional 
Reasoning - questions for kids/fun with numbers 

Try these questions to help children get a sense of the size of the numbers.  
Primary/Junior 

   Choose two whole numbers less than 100. One should be really big and the other pretty small. Tell how many of the small numbers it would 
take to make the big one. How do you know? 

   Twice a number is really big. What do you know about the original number? 
   Cameron has 7 coins that he says have a value of 17 cents.  What could the coins be? 

 Junior/Intermediate 

   Choose two fractions less than five. One should be really big and the other pretty small. Tell how many of one fraction it takes to make the other 

one. How do you know? 

   How many 2’s are in 30? How many 3’s are in 45? How can this be? Explain. 

   A store is having a sale. Is it more helpful for you to know that an item is $10.00 off or 10% off? 

  

*From Math Gains: Proportional Reasoning 

 

French Immersion Information 
  

Parents and Guardians of Senior Kindergarten       
students interested in attending French Immersion in 
Grade 1 next September are invited to attend an   
information session at Jeanne Sauve Public School, 91 
Bunting Road, St. Catharines on 
Wednesday, January 9th from 6:00 – 
7:00 pm. Online registration begins 
January 9th and closes on February 
19th through the DSBN website: 
www.dsbn.org  

PARKING CONCERNS 

The parking lot at Harriet Tubman 

School is a very busy place especially 

of the day, the end of 

the day and during 

along the 

front of the school is narrow,          

especially when we have snow banks 

to deal with.  For the safety of our students 

spots. Please do not park along the 

Fire Truck Access route that runs 

  

parking 

spot.  The area of the left of the spot is a part of the      

parking spot.  The fines for parking in the spot are up to 

$300.00. If your vehicle is towed, you will be responsible 

for  charges. 

safe. 

Thank you to all who came out and made our S.T.E.M. Club a great success! The students had so much fun creating and       

designing different items using their scientific, technological, engineering, and mathematical schema. I will be starting a Yoga 

Club in the new year. Stay tuned for more information! Thank you! Ms. S  

From Harriet's Heroes 

Many thanks to all of 
the parents who do-
nated gift cards to 
help the needy at 
Christmas.  We were 
able to help out 120 
students! 

 

 



Cold Weather Alerts at the DSBN 
Winter is a time of wonder for many children; many enjoy the crisp air, the freshly fallen snow and participating in a whole host of exciting winter 

sports and activities. 

Although we feel it is important for students to spend some time outside each day exercising and socializing with their peers, there are times when 

bitterly cold temperatures and other inclement weather conditions require that we keep children inside. 

Because Niagara is such a large geographical area, and weather conditions may vary from one municipality to the next, the 

decision whether or not to hold recess outdoors is made by the individual school principal. When making this decision,  

principals will often consult with neighbouring schools, talk with parents as they arrive in the morning, and if the decision 

to send children outside is made, will equip yard duty staff with walkie-talkies so that they can communicate with the office 

to sound the bells to bring students in earlier. 

The health and well-being of our students are a top priority at the District School Board of Niagara, and if it is determined 

that the weather conditions pose a risk to their safety, students will be kept indoors. Extreme cold weather alerts issued by 

the Niagara Region are often good indicators that students will stay inside. 

Even when temperatures are not low enough to necessitate an indoor recess, it still may be quite cold outside. Here are a 

few tips to help ensure that your child stays warm during the cold winter months. 

• Try to send children to school with plenty of layers, such as long underwear, sweatshirts, sweaters and pullovers. Layering their clothing will 

allow them to add or remove items depending on the weather. 

• Students should have a warm winter coat that repels the snow, sleet and rain, while blocking the wind. 

• Warm socks and boots will keep their feet warm and dry in the snow and slush. 

• Hats are one of the most important parts of dressing warmly in the winter. A thick winter hat will keep students from losing too much of that      

essential body heat. 

• Put on a good pair of gloves or mittens that are water-resistant as well. Gloves will keep kids’ hands toasty warm and protect their skin from       

becoming damaged by the wind and chill. 

If you have any questions about our inclement weather procedures, please visit our website  harriettubman..dsbn.org, or contact  Mrs. Hadfield. 

Pita Day /  Pizza Day 

Pita Day will be January 11th and Pizza Day will be January 25th. Select  your personalized pita for $6 or 

a slice of pepperoni/cheese pizza slice for $1 each. Please watch 

.  A  

orders will 

not be accepted.  If you do not receive the reminder, or are having difficulty, please do not hesitate to    

contact the office for assistance at 905-685-5489 

FROM YOUR SCHOOL NURSE  

A

contact. Remind your children not to share combs, brushes, hats, scarves 
or anything used on the head.  
Checking for lice: 

Use a bright light (a magnifying glass may help) 
Part hair in small sections and look near the scalp 
Head lice are tiny grey/brown insects that live only on the scalp of humans. They crawl 
quickly but cannot fly or jump. Adult female lice glue eggs on the hair shaft close to the 
scalp. 

If you find lice: 
Check all the people that live in your house 
Treat all cases at the same time to stop the spread of lice 
Inform the school and/or daycare so classmates can be checked 
Tell anyone in close contact with your child (family members, friends, baby-sitters) 

Getting rid of lice 

about products and methods   available. Follow instructions 
carefully. The Wet Combing Method helps find and remove head lice by combing through hair 
soaked with conditioner, using a fine-toothed comb. For more information on Wet Combing 
Method or on lice visit: 
www.niagararegion.ca/health search lice or call the Parent Talk Line at 905-688-8248 or 1-888-
505-6074 ext. 7555 

An enthusiastic Mrs. Paddock and Ms. Robinson joining in 
on the carol sing 

http://www.niagararegion.ca/health


Winter Safety 
Please review the following playground rules with your children to ensure their safety: 

❉ Throw no snow.  Leave it on the ground! 

❉ No tag or running on the playground equipment.  Slide down one at a time, only. 

❉ Keep all loose clothing tucked in. 

❉ Eat snacks on the tarmac near the recycling and garbage cans, not on the equipment or further out in the yard.  

❉ No body contact, hands off, safe play. 

If there are icy conditions,  the playground equipment may be out-of-bounds. 

With the colder weather, students should not arrive at school before 8:20 a.m. in the morning. Since darkness comes early 

on these short, winter days, students should walk with others to and from school, especially those who remain after school for extra curricular  

activities.  Students who are not accompanied by a parent should go directly home without stopping to play on the equipment or in the yard.  

There is no direct teacher supervision at this time and students should report home immediately after dismissal. 

Mary’s Story 
Mary had a little cold, but wouldn’t stay at home. And everywhere that Mary went, the cold was sure 
to roam; It wandered into Mary’s eyes and filled them full of tears. It jumped from there to Bobby’s 
nose and then to Jimmy’s ears. It painted Anna’s throat bright red, and swelled poor Jenny’s head.  
Dora had a fever, and a cough put Jack to bed. The moral of this little tale is very quickly said .... Mary 
could have saved a lot of pain; with just one day in bed! 

An important message about Inclement Weather Procedures… 

There may be times during the school year where inclement weather or other situations could cause transportation cancellations or school closures. 

Information about transportation changes and school closures will be available on the websites, radio and television stations listed below as soon as it 

is available.  Please do not phone the school for transportation or school closure information. 
Websites:      Television Stations: 

www.dsbn.org     Cogeco Cable 10 

www.nsts.ca     CHCH TV 

      City TV 
Radio Stations: 

KLite 102.9 fm  CKTB 610 am  EZRock 105.7 fm  CHML 900 am 

Y-108 107.9 fm  CHSC 1220 am  Wave 94.7 fm  HTZ 97.7 fm 

 

.  If your contact numbers have changed, please call the office with your updated information.  

Kindergarten Holiday Concert 

 



MRS. NELSON’S GRADE 4 HAPPENINGS! 

We are happy to offer parents a chance to pick up some "new" 

gently used clothing at our Give Away on Wednesday, January 

30th from 3:00 - 4:00 pm.  Clothing for all sizes and shapes will be 

available! 

If you would like to donate clothes for this "Give Away", please do 

so before January 30th. We appreciate any donations! 

CLOTHING GIVE AWAY 
 


